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In the year 1870, Mr. and Mrs. W. Park made their
home at 'Altadore', Fulwood Row, Ribbleton, and it was
not long before they realised that the children of
Church of England parents were educationally at a
disadvantage and organised a day school to remedy
the situation. They also organised a Sunday school, a
village library and a night school. Mrs. Park also
opened up her house, and in the servant's hall
organised an adult bible class which proved very
successful, over 100 persons regularly attended. In this
lay the beginning of the parish of St. Mary Magdalene's.
During this time Mrs. Park was labouring with untiring
and self-sacrificing zeal' and doing everything in her power to promote the
best interests and welfare of the Parish. By her unceasing labours the
magnificent sum, in those days, of upwards of £4000 was raised for the
endowment and Church Building Funds.
Who were Mr. and Mrs. William Philip Park? Mr. Park was originally A Civil
Engineer who, settling in Preston, became a Justice of the Peace, a
member of the Town Council and eventually an Alderman of The Borough.
He also became the Chairman of the Trustees and Managers of the Preston
Savings Bank, Church Street, opposite the Parish Church, Preston. Both he
and his wife were active Church Workers for the Parish and I think it is true
to say that, without their efforts, the parish may have developed at a later
date than it did. Mr. Park was also the leader of the Preston Conservative
Party Executive at the Guildhall Conservative Club and he was disliked by
some who thought he had too much power over the choice Of Conservative
Candidates for election, both in Parliament and locally. However, it may be
the manner of the man, a ‘go-getter', who at times, tread on toes.
A measure of William Philip Park's influence in the Conservative Party
generally may be indicated by the fact that the first fund raising event for
the Parish, which was held at the Corn Exchange, Lune Street on the 10th
September 1879 was opened by the then Attorney General the Right
Honourable Sir John Holker MP. The proceeds of this event realised the
sum of £1,303.11s.6d (£1,303.57). A second bazaar was held some four
years later and this time was opened by the Chairman of Quarter Sessions,
Mr. W H Higgins QC on the 4th April 1883 this time the amount realised was
£799.18s.1d.(£799.09)
In June 1883 the Vicar of Preston was notified that it was intended to form
a new parish in the Ribbleton area of the town and, on the 25th July 1883,
instrument of approval of Ribbleton as a Parish was issued. Queen Victoria
acting as Her Majesty in Council approved the scheme for the district of

Ribbleton on the 23rd August, 1883 and the Parish became a viable entity.
The District at that time took in part of New Hall Lane, Ribbleton Avenue,
Watling Street Road to Haighton on the north, Grimsargh on the east and
the River Ribble, including Brockholes on the south. The Parish today also
embraces the new developments in the Longsands Lane area out towards
the new ASDA Superstore.
The Reverend W. Pilling was appointed by the Trustees to the newlyformed district as priest-in-charge in the year 1884 and started work under
the benevolence of the Park family. He was allocated a cottage in the
grounds of ‘Altadore', but this was soon found to be inadequate, and a
room was let on Longridge Road, where a day and Sunday school were
held. Divine Services were also held in this room, until the erection of the
Church In 1889. The site for the Church was given by the Reverend W.
Pilling and the foundation stone was laid on Wednesday 22nd August 1888
by Mr. W E M Tomlinson, MP, also the senior Member of Preston Borough
Council, who was later Sir W E M Tomlinson, Bart.
On the day of the foundation stone laying the foundations were already
insitu and it was reported in the Preston Guardian that, ‘the work was
being rapidly proceeded with’. The Church had been designed by Mr. Knill
Freeman to accommodate about 350 worshippers and the total cost of the
building, as designed, was estimated at about £4,500.
It would appear that fiscal matters were important in 1888 because, at this
time, it was only intended to erect a portion of the building which would
accommodate only 200 people, the contract being undertaken by Messrs:
George Woods and & Son of Bootle, and the cost of that section would
amount to £2,200. To provide the necessary fittings would require between
£300 and £400, making the total for the partial building to be around
£2,500. However, the building committee obviously had great support
because, by the time the foundation stone was laid, £2,100. had already
been raised. It was reported that the foundations alone had cost £300.
The day of the foundation stone laying was favourable and there were a
large number of visitors from the surrounding neighbourhood to witness
the ceremony. A procession, comprising members of the Preston Parish
Church and Ribbleton Choirs, Clergy, Churchwardens, Architect, Clerk of
Work, Mr. Tomlinson, MP and other friends walked from the Vicarage to the
site of the new Church. They were headed by a small banner, and the
choristers who, like the clergy, wore their surplices, led the processional
hymn, "Onward Christian Soldiers". The Vicar of Ribbleton, W. Pilling, MA,
was supported by the Vicar of Preston, other clergy and laity from as far
away as Lytham, Sabden and Great Harwood. Mr. C. Jackson and Mr.
Thomas Bell, Churchwardens, together with other members of the building
committee were also present. The special service appointed for the
occasion was read by the Vicar of Preston and the Vicar of the Parish.

A silver trowel, of which we will hear more later, with an inscription
indicating that it was presented to Mr. Tomlinson by the building committee,
architect and others, was presented by Mr. C. Jackson, Church Warden and
the mallet was presented by a Mr. John Bell. In the cavity of the stone was
placed copies of newspapers, several coins, including a Jubilee Sixpence
and a ground plan of the Church on parchment, with the inscription, "This
cornerstone of Church to be dedicated to Almighty God in the name
of the Church of St. Mary Magdalene's Ribbleton, was laid in the
faith of Jesus Christ, on Wednesday, 22nd day of August, one
thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight, by W. E. Tomlinson, Esq.,
senior member of the borough of Preston. Wm. Pilling, Vicar; R.
Knill Freeman, architect; George Hoods and Son, builders; Charles
Jackson, John Bell, Wm. Alston, Edward Roscoe, John Bleasdale,
James Riley, John Billington, Building Committee."
The stone was laid with due ceremony and a collection taken up which
realised £24.3s.1d.(£24.16p.) The Vicar thanked Mr. Tomlinson for his
services and went on to say that it was some ten years or more since the
project was inaugurated, chiefly by Mr and Mrs Park, whose absence from
home prevented their attendance that day. Owing to the state of the funds
it was not possible to build more than a portion of the church at the
present time and the building committee did not feel justified in ordering
the necessary fittings, such as pulpit, font, bell and so forth, at the present
time. He again thanked Mr Tomlinson for his support of the Church both in
the local council and in Parliament where he sat as a member. Mr
Tomlinson made a speech in reply and in conclusion joined in the good
wishes that had been expressed for the future welfare of the Church and
Parish.
A vote of thanks was also tendered to the members of the Preston Parish
Choir for their attendance and services, to which the Vicar of Preston
briefly responded. The proceedings shortly afterwards terminated.
In the evening a 'tea-meeting' took place in the schoolroom in celebration
of the event, at which the guests numbered just over a hundred. Mr
Tomlinson MP, again addressed the assembly and other short addresses
were made.

The Church was consecrated by Dr Moorhouse, Bishop of Manchester on
the 22nd July, 1889

How the interior looked at this time

On the death of Mr Pilling in 1904,
the Reverend James Butler, curate of
St Matthews, Preston, was appointed
to the living. During his time at the
Church a hot-water system of heating
was installed and the Church was
illuminated by gas. The oak vestibule,
of Gothic design, was next erected at
the south west door and the
endowment of the benefice was
increased by £18 per annum.

Dated September 1904 Possibly at the induction of Rev Butler

Soon after Mr Butler was appointed it was decided to proceed with the
erection of a new Parish Hall and Sunday School, on a site donated by Mr R
R Rothwell who resided at Rothwell House on Gamull Lane on the site
where Wilson House, a Retired Persons House, now stands. His family
name is remembered in the adjoining Rothwell Crescent.
Mr. Butler resigned the living five years later in 1909 on his appointment as
an assistant Chaplain at the Portland Convict Prison and the Vicar of St
Peter's, Portland. The curate of Christ Church, Preston, the Reverend W. I.
Rogers, was appointed as his successor.
At that time the Sunday School was a small
building attached to Church Cottage in Farringdon
Lane and it was felt that the future needs of the
Parish must be taken into consideration when
erecting the new building. Plans were accordingly
prepared for a suitable building to be erected at a
cost of £1,100; the furnishing was estimated to
cost an additional £100. The first sod was cut by
the Vicar on the 25th June, 1910, before a large
gathering of parishioners and friends. The cutting
was in the shape of a cross and during the singing
of the hymn "There's a Friend for little children",
the scholars filed past and filled it with flowers.
On Saturday, 1st October, 1910, in glorious

weather, the corner stone of the new Parish Hall and Sunday School was
laid by Major, The Honourable George F. Stanley, M. P., and the Sunday
School children, members of the choir and Church Officials walking in
procession from the Church and 'Onward Christian Soldiers', the same
hymn that was sung in August 1888 when the foundation stone of the
Church was laid. This new building was capable of holding 300 persons and
a new classroom was added and other improvements carried out in 1936,
at a cost of £300.

In the 4th, 5th and 6th May 1911 the efforts of Mr. William Philip Park, JP
were again put to good use. He and his hard working committee organised
a grand Bazaar in the Assembly Room in the Public Hall, the former Corn
Exchange, Lune Street, with the sole intention of raising the sum of £1,200.
To defray the costs of the new Parish Hall and Sunday School. The events
were opened each day at 2.30p.m., by Lady Beatrix Stanley, the wife of
George Stanley MP, who laid the cornerstone of the new building the
previous year.
In the Preston and District Almanac for 1913 it is recorded that the
benefice was a Vicarage and £200 per year and the population of the Parish
was 1,635. At this time the Vicar resided at Atherton House, Gamull Lane.
Expenses, building costs and running costs took their toll and, in January
1914 the Bishop of Manchester wrote to the Vicar about the Parish's failure
to meet the Church Levy during the last half-year. It is a pleasant letter
that encourages better for the future when, “Your Parish will be able to
take its place with the large number that have returned the full quota of
the parochial levy assigned to them.”

On Sunday, 14th October, 1917 at 10.30am, and 6.30pm, Dedication
Services were held in the Church to celebrate the Completion of the Organ.
An organ recital was given at the evening service by Mr R.B. Price and a
collection was taken up in aid of choir expenses.
On the 30th April 1920 approval was given for the War Memorial to be
constructed in the Church grounds. Parishioners from both World Wars who
lost their lives have had their names engraved upon it.
It was reported on the 19th September 1922 that the Verger at that time
was lax in his duties. In the following month he was issued with strict
instructions on how to carry out his duties and what exactly was expected
of him. He was granted 10/- (50p) to clean the War Memorial but, by the
end of the year, he was dismissed and a new Verger and Parish Hall
Caretaker were appointed to take up residence in the Church Cottage.
The Reverend W I Rogers resigned the living in September 1935 and the
Reverend Richard Morris (Curate of Morecambe Parish Church) was
appointed on the 30th January 1936. Steps were immediately taken to
extend the Church and, in June 1936, the Parochial Church Council
appointed a building committee. The late Mr. Joseph Shaw left a legacy of
£3,500. Which formed the nucleus of the Extension Fund and, in January
1938, it was decided to add two Aisles, Chancel and Vestries, at an
estimated cost of £7000. Messrs Austin and Paley of Lancaster were the
Architects and Messrs. Thomas Croft & Sons, Preston the Contractors.
On the 22nd July 1938, the 49th Birthday of the Church, the first sods were
cut, in the presence of a large gathering of Parishioners and friends. It was
hoped that the building work could be completed by the 22nd July 1939, the
50th Anniversary of the issuing of the instrument of approval of Ribbleton
as a Parish, but the task could not be completed until the end of the year.
Nevertheless, on 29th April, 1939, the Bishop of Blackburn (Dr P.M. Herbert
DD,) laid a commemoration stone in the north-east corner of the Church in
the presence of a large gathering of Parishioners and friends, using the
original trowel used at the laying of the foundation stone of the Church by
Sir W E M Tomlinson, Bart., on 22nd August 1888. This trowel had been
rediscovered by a Mr. Hesketh, friend of Mr. J. Foster, a parishioner whilst
rummaging on a stall on the Caledonian Market in London.
The congregation had the satisfaction of knowing that their enlarged
Church was at least finished during the Jubilee year and, perhaps more
importantly, there would be little debt on the building, due to Mr.Joseph
Shaw's legacy.
Together with other donations, the costs of the extensions were met in full,
save for £600 which the Vicar hoped to meet soon. The extensions were
built on land purchased in 1921.The final total cost by 1941 was £8,500.

The Church Jubilee Celebrations were held between Saturday 22nd July
1939 and Sunday, 30th July 1939. Events held were both religious and
secular and the week commenced with a Garden Party at the Vicarage at
2.30p.m., on Saturday, 22nd July. The next day, Sunday, 23rd July,
evensong was led by the Bishop of Blackburn, The Right Reverend P.M.
Herbert DD. Each day of that week there was Holy Communion each
morning at 8a.m., and each evening a service at 7p.m. On Tuesday, 25th
July, the Men's Fellowship presented a 'radio Burlesque' in the Parish Hall
and, on Thursday, 27th July, there was the Church's Fiftieth Birthday Party,
attended by A.C. Moreing, Esq., the Senior Member of Parliament for
Preston and the birthday cake was cut by the Cotton Queen of Lancashire.
The Children's Gala Day arranged by the Sunday School was held on
Saturday, 29th July at 2.30p.m. and music was supplied by 'Blackburn's
Prize Band’. The celebrations were brought to a close on Sunday, July 30th
by a Thanksgiving Service at 6.30p.m., when the preacher was The Bishop
of Burnley, the Right Reverend E.P.Swain, M.A. A commemorative booklet
was produced for the occasion in which the following message from the
vicar was found.
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REV .RICHARD MORRIS , VICAR.
-----So from the vantage point of our Fiftieth Anniversary we look back
and rejoice in the work of those who have laboured in the past
and the little they were able to accomplish—we honour and thank
God for their faithful witness, we thank Him for all the help,
comfort and inspiration which has come to us through our Church

in worship, in the ministration of the Word and Sacraments. It is
indeed impossible to express adequate appreciation of all the
kindness and generosity displayed from the first day until now. If
only we dare count upon the continuance of the same spirit of cooperation, and I think we can, then we shall be able to further the
work of the Kingdom of God in this district. I ask, will you resolve
to make the utmost use of your Parish Church which your time,
circumstances and opportunities will permit? With changing
thoughts, customs and methods there still stands before us the
unchanging Christ, the Lord of all life. With Him we go forward in
confidence.
From strength to strength go on,
Wrestle and fight and pray,
Tread all the powers of darkness down
And win the well fought day.

In May, 1940 the Vicar, Reverend Morris was called up into the Army and
served at home and abroad with a Guards Regiment. In June, 1940,
Reverend Ken Hoghton, M.A., (Curate of Colne Parish Church), took over in
his absence as priest-in-charge and took up residence at 19 Woodside Ave.
During the War years contact was kept with those members of the Parish
who were serving in the Forces. Letters were sent, via their families from
the Church and parishioners, wishing them well and telling them they were
not forgotten. When funds allowed small cash postal orders were also sent
to supplement their income. Many letters were received thanking the Parish
for their concern and best wishes. One correspondent was disappointed to
learn that very few families attended the special services held every
Sunday evening for the safe return of loved ones.
The Church was also allocated thirty sand bags and these were distributed
at strategic points around the Church. The accompanying stirrup pump,
which, together with the sand bags were meant to extinguish any
incendiaries that fell on the Church or in the grounds, was kept behind the
Church door.
Standards were maintained throughout most of the War on the Church
tennis courts occupying land on which now stands the Vicarage. Until May
1944 players were obliged to wear 'whites' but, probably due to clothing
shortages, this requirement was allowed to lapse.
At 10.30 am, on Sunday 19th January, 1941, the new Church extensions
were consecrated. The Vicar, Reverend Morris, was unable to attend. The
Consecration was carried out by the Lord Bishop of Blackburn the weather
that day was described as bad with snow falling. On the 15th April 1943,
the priest-in-charge, Reverend Hoghton, was inducted as Vicar at Clayton-

le-Moors and Reverend L. McNeill-Shelford from Accrington took charge of
the Parish.
On the 12th June, 1944 Reverend Richard Morris was discharged on medical
grounds from the Army. Reverend McNeill Shelford, who had taken up
residence at Heaton House, Cromwell House, remained in charge until the
end of June, when Reverend Morris took over on the first Sunday in July.
At 6.30p.m., on Sunday, 27th August, 1944, a service of dedication was
held for the side chapel Furnishing, altar and other Church artefacts
supplied, following the extensions of a-few years previous. On the 30th
September, 1944, a Welcome Home Party was held in the Parish Hall for
Reverend R. Morris.
The end of the War saw Services of Thanksgiving in all Churches and Saint
Mary Magdalene's was no exception.
At 7.30p.m., on Thursday, 20th November, 1947, Reverend William
Entwistle was inducted as Vicar of St. Mary Magdalene's by the Venerable
H.L.Fosbrooke, Archdeacon of Lancaster.
List of incumbents
1st Priest in Charge
1st Vicar
2nd Vicar
3rd Vicar
4th Vicar
2nd Priest in Charge
3rd Priest in Charge
5th Vicar
6th Vicar
7th Vicar (1st Rector of Teem Parish)
2nd Rector
3rd Rector
4th Rector
5th Rector
6th Rector

Rev W Pilling
Rev W Pilling
Rev J Butler
Rev W I Rodgers
Rev R Morris
Rev K Hoghton
Rev L McNeill-Shelford
Rev R Entwistle
Rev E L Driscoll
Canon F H Levick
Rev B Pithers
Canon J Goddard
Rev D Feeny
Rev N Stimpson

1884-1889
1889-1904
1904-1909
1909-1935
1936-1947
1940-1943
1943-1944
1947-1956
1956-1967
1967-1985
1986-1992
1992-2000
-2013

